
    

 

 
 

FEATHER RIVER AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 
MEMORANDUM 

10/05/2026 
 
 
 

TO:  FRAQMD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

FROM: Christopher D. Brown, AICP, APCO 
 

SUBJECT: Approve sole source contract with Environmental Science Associates for work 
developing a rural greenhouse gas threshold for use in the California 
Environmental Quality Act not to exceed $10,000 and authorize the APCO to 
execute related documents. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve sole source contract with ESA for work developing a rural greenhouse gas threshold 
for use in the California Environmental Quality Act not to exceed $10,000 and authorize the 
APCO to execute related documents. 
 
ALTERNATIVE:  
 
Provide direction to staff 
 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 

Local agencies, such as cities and counties, serve as Lead Agencies under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Lead Agencies are required to consider the effects on the 
environment before approving a project such as new housing or commercial development.  Lead 
agencies may select to use an air district’s thresholds of significance and screening tables to 
help evaluate the impacts and make a significance determination. 
 
The District last updated its CEQA guidelines and thresholds of significance in 2010.  Due to 
court decisions and new laws/regulations adopted since 2010, the District’s guidelines are not 
as useful to local Lead Agencies as they should be.  The Districts’ current CEQA Guidelines 
include thresholds of significance for criteria pollutants (NOx, ROG, PM10), but do not set a 
threshold for greenhouse gas impacts. 
 
CEQA Thresholds of Significance are an important streamlining tool for local planning 
departments and help provide certainty and consistency to project applicants.  
 
This contract has been designated as sole source because it would be contributing a portion of 
funding to a project already initiated by another air district and most of the work has already been 
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completed. The San Luis Obispo air district has entered into contract with ESA to update to their 
greenhouse gas significance thresholds and develop best management practices that would 
apply to a rural area’s fair share of statewide greenhouse gas emissions.  The air district and 
ESA have determined these thresholds could apply statewide and once completed they may be 
used in other rural areas.  They have reached out to other rural air districts for support in finishing 
the project.  
 
The District staff have heard support and interest from local planning departments in adopting 
rural greenhouse gas significance thresholds and best management practices (BMPs) that they 
may choose to use for CEQA review. Greenhouse gas significance thresholds and best 
management practices (BMPs) are tools that help lead agencies streamline their plan reviews 
and meet statewide greenhouse gas emissions goals set forth by legislature. 
 
The contract would enter the District into an agreement to contribute a portion of the costs to 
develop statewide rural fair share greenhouse gas BMPs. 
 
Future Board action would be required to adopt the thresholds, which the District hopes to bring 
to the Board for consideration in 2027 after conducting outreach to local planning departments 
and the public.  
 
Contract language has been reviewed and approved by District legal counsel. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The Board approved $10,000 towards the rural greenhouse gas threshold development in the 
FY26/27 Budget in August 2026.  
 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
A – Contract with Environmental Science Associates 
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INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR AGREEMENT 
 

This Independent Contractor Agreement (“Agreement”) is made and entered into 
this 5 day of October, 2026, by and between Feather River Air Quality Management 
District (“FRAQMD”), and Environmental Science Associates (“Consultant”). 

 
RECITALS: 

 
A. FRAQMD has determined that it is desirable to retain Consultant to provide 

greenhouse gas significance thresholds; and 
 
B. Consultant represents that it possesses the qualifications, experience, and 

facilities necessary to perform the services contemplated herein and has proposed to 
provide those services; and 

 
C. FRAQMD desires to retain Consultant to perform the proposed services. 
 

 
FRAQMD and Consultant agrees as follows: 

 
AGREEMENT: 

 
1. Scope of Services.  Pursuant to Government Code Section 31000, 

FRAQMD retains Consultant to perform all the professional services described in Exhibit 
“A” which is attached hereto (attach Scope of Work as Exhibit A) and incorporated herein 
by this reference which shall include greenhouse gas significance thresholds (“Services”).   

 
2. Term.  Services under this Agreement shall commence on October 5, 2026, 

and shall continue until December 31, 2027, or until the agreement is terminated by either 
party in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement.   

 
3. Compensation.   
 
 A.   The compensation to be paid by FRAQMD to Consultant for the 

professional services described in Exhibit “A” shall be the Fixed price, Annual price, 
Monthly price or Hourly rate set forth in Exhibit “B” which is attached hereto (attach Fee 
Schedule as Exhibit B) and incorporated herein by this reference.   

 
 B. To the extent that Consultant is entitled to reimbursement for travel, 

meals, and lodging, such reimbursement shall be subject to the prior approval of 
FRAQMD Air Pollution Control Officer or authorized designee.  

 
 C. The total compensation payable under this Agreement, 

inclusive of all expenses, shall not exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00).  
FRAQMD shall make no payment to Consultant in any greater amount for any extra, 
further, or additional services, unless such services and payment therefore have been 
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mutually agreed to and this Agreement has been formally amended in accordance with 
the provisions of this Agreement. 

 
 D.   Consultant shall provide reasonable cooperation, including 

testimony, at FRAQMD’s request in litigation arising directly from Consultant’s services, 
subject to reasonable advance notice and Consultant’s availability. Except to the extent 
such litigation results from Consultant’s negligence, recklessness, willful misconduct, or 
breach of this Agreement, FRAQMD shall compensate Consultant for all such assistance 
at Consultant’s then-current hourly rates and reimburse reasonable out-of-pocket costs. 
Consultant shall not be required to provide uncompensated expert testimony, assume 
litigation strategy or control, or disclose privileged or legally protected information. 

 
4. Invoice and Payments.  Consultant shall submit invoices for services 

rendered during the preceding month.  Consultant shall attach to each invoice 
documentation for the hours charged (if applicable) and the documentation shall include 
an itemized narrative of work completed during the period billed. FRAQMD shall pay 
invoices that are undisputed within thirty (30) days of receipt and approval.  The parties 
agree to exercise good faith and diligence in the resolution of any disputed invoice 
amounts. 

 
5.    Notice.   Any invoices, notices, or other documents required to be given 

under this Agreement shall be delivered either personally, by first-class postage pre-paid 
U.S. Mail, or overnight courier to the following addresses or such other address provided 
by the parties in accordance with this section: 

 
  If to FRAQMD: 
 

Feather River Air Quality Management District    
   541 Washington Avenue 

Yuba City, CA 95991 
   
  Telephone: (530) 634-7659  
  Staff Lead: Allyson Smith, Air Quality Planner 
  Email: asmith@fraqmd.org      

 
If to Consultant: 
 
Betty Zhang BZhang@esassoc.com, 
norcalprojectaccountants@esassoc.com 
Senior Project Accountant  
415.962.8472 direct 
415.896.5900 office 
44 Montgomery Street, Suite 960 
San Francisco, CA 94104 

 
 Notice shall be effective upon receipt. 
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6. Independent Contractor. 
 

A. It is understood and agreed, and is the intention of the parties hereto, 
that Consultant is an independent contractor, and not the employee or agent of FRAQMD 
for any purpose whatsoever.  FRAQMD shall have no right to and shall not control the 
manner or prescribe the method by which the professional services are performed by 
Consultant herein.  Consultant shall be entirely and solely responsible for its acts and the 
acts of its agents, employees, and subcontractors while engaged in the performance of 
services hereunder.  Consultant shall have no claim under this Agreement or otherwise 
against FRAQMD for vacation pay, sick leave, retirement benefits, Social Security, 
workers compensation, disability, or unemployment insurance benefits or other employee 
benefits of any kind. The parties acknowledge that FRAQMD shall not withhold from 
Consultant’s compensation any funds for income tax, FICA, disability insurance, 
unemployment insurance or similar withholding and Consultant is solely responsible for 
the timely payment of all such taxes and related payments to the state and federal 
governments, for itself and for its employees, agents, and subcontractors who might 
render services in connection with this Agreement.  The Consultant shall inform all 
persons who perform any services pursuant to this Agreement of the provisions of this 
section.  

 
B. In the event that the Consultant’s activities under this Agreement, or 

any of them, are found by any state or federal agency to be those of an employee rather 
than an independent contractor, Consultant agrees to indemnify FRAQMD and hold 
FRAQMD harmless for any damages, costs, or taxes imposed upon it pursuant to the 
Internal Revenue Code or state or federal taxing laws, or retirement, including but not 
limited to any penalties and interest which FRAQMD may be assessed by such state or 
federal agency for failing to withhold from the compensation paid to Consultant under this 
Agreement any amount which may have been required to be withheld by law.  

 
 7. Authority of Consultant.  It is understood that Consultant is to provide 
information, research, advice, recommendations, and consultation services to FRAQMD.  
Consultant shall possess no authority with respect to any FRAQMD decision.  FRAQMD 
is responsible for and shall make all governmental decisions related to work of Consultant. 

 
 8. Subcontracting and Assignment.  Consultant shall not subcontract or assign 
any portion of the work to be performed under this Agreement without the prior written 
consent of FRAQMD. 

 
9.  Ownership of Work Product.  All technical data, evaluations, calculations, 

plans, drawings, details, specifications, estimates, reports, documents, or other work 
product of Consultant, in both paper and original electronic program forms, shall become 
the property of FRAQMD as they are produced and shall be delivered to FRAQMD upon 
completion of services.  Consultant may retain copies for its files and internal use, 
however, Consultant shall not disclose any of the work products of this Agreement to any 
third party, person, or entity, without prior written consent of FRAQMD.  Upon reasonable 
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notice, FRAQMD representatives shall have access to the work for purposes of inspecting 
same and determining that the work is being performed in accordance with the terms of 
the Agreement. 

 
10.  Indemnification.   To the fullest extent permitted by law, Consultant shall 

defend (with legal counsel reasonably acceptable to FRAQMD), indemnify and hold 
harmless FRAQMD, it’s officers, employees, and agents, from and against any and all 
claims, losses, costs, damages, injuries (including injury to or death of an employee of 
Consultant or its subcontractors), expenses and liabilities of every kind, nature and 
description (including incidental and consequential damages, court costs, attorneys’ fees, 
litigation expenses and fees of expert consultants or expert witnesses incurred in 
connection therewith and costs of investigation) that arise out of, pertain to, or relate to, 
directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, the negligence, recklessness, or willful misconduct 
of Consultant, any subcontractor, anyone directly or indirectly employed by them, or 
anyone that they control (collectively “Liabilities”).  Such obligation to defend, hold 
harmless and indemnify FRAQMD, its officers, agents and employees, shall not apply to 
the extent that such Liabilities are caused by the sole negligence, active negligence, or 
willful misconduct of FRAQMD, its officers, agents and employees.  The provisions of the 
California Government Claims Act, Government Code section 810 et seq., including its 
defenses and immunities, will apply to allegations of negligence or wrongful acts or 
omissions by FRAQMD.  To the extent there is an obligation to indemnify under this 
paragraph; Consultant shall be responsible for incidental and consequential damages 
resulting directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, from Consultant’s negligence, 
recklessness, or willful misconduct.   

 
11.  Insurance.  Without limiting Consultant’s indemnification of FRAQMD, 

Consultant shall provide and maintain at its own expense and keep if force during the 
term of this Agreement, or as may be further required herein, the following insurance 
coverages and provisions: 

 
  Workers’ Compensation Insurance with statutory limits, as required by the 
laws of the State of California and; Employer’s Liability insurance on an “occurrence” 
basis with a limit of not less than $1,000,000. 
 
  Commercial General Liability Insurance at least as broad as CG 00 01, 
covering premises and operations and including but not limited to, owners and contractors 
protective, product and completed operations, personal and advertising injury and 
contractual liability coverage with a minimum per occurrence limit of $1,000,000 covering 
bodily injury and property damage; General Aggregate limit of $2,000,000; Products and 
Completed Operations Aggregate limit of $2,000,000 and Personal & Advertising Injury 
limit of $2,000,000, written on an occurrence form. 
 
  Automobile Liability Insurance at least as broad as CA 00 01 with Code 1 
(any auto), covering use of all owned, non-owned, and hired automobiles with a minimum 
combined single limit of $1,000,000 per occurrence for bodily injury and property damage 
liability. 
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  Professional Liability Insurance covering liability imposed by law or contract 
arising out of an error, omission or negligent act in the performance, or lack thereof, of 
professional services and any physical property damage, bodily injury or death resulting 
there from, with a limit of not less than $1,000,000 per claim and in the aggregate.  The 
insurance shall include a vicarious liability endorsement to indemnify, defend, and hold 
harmless FRAQMD for claims arising out of covered professional services and shall have 
an extended reporting period of not less than two years. That policy retroactive date 
coincides with or precedes Consultant’s start of work (including subsequent policies 
purchased as renewals or replacements). 
 
  If the policy is terminated for any reason during the term of this Agreement, 
Consultant shall either purchase a replacement policy with a retroactive date coinciding 
with or preceding the retroactive date of the terminating policy, or shall purchase an 
extended reporting provision of at least two years to report claims arising from work 
performed in connection with this Agreement and a replacement policy with a retroactive 
date coinciding with or preceding the expiration date of the terminating policy. 
 
  If this Agreement is terminated or not renewed, Consultant shall maintain 
the policy in effect on the date of termination or non-renewal for a period of not less than 
two years there from. If that policy is terminated for any reason during the two year period, 
Consultant shall purchase an extended reporting provision at least covering the balance 
of the two year period to report claims arising from work performed in connection with this 
Agreement or a replacement policy with a retroactive date coinciding with or preceding 
the retroactive date of the terminating policy. 
 
  All policies of insurance shall provide for the following: 
 
  (i) Name FRAQMD, members of the Board of Directors of FRAQMD, its 
officers, agents and employees, as additional insureds except with respect to Workers’ 
Compensation and Professional Liability. 
 
  (ii) Be primary and non-contributory with respect to all obligations 
assumed by Consultant pursuant to this Agreement or any other services provided.  Any 
insurance carried by FRAQMD shall not contribute to, or be excess of insurance 
maintained by Consultant, nor in any way provide benefit to Consultant, its affiliates, 
officers, directors, employees, subsidiaries, parent company, if any, or agents. 
 
  (iii) Be issued by insurance carriers with a rating of not less than A VII, 
as rated in the most currently available “Best’s Insurance Guide.” 
 
  (iv) Include a severability of interest clause and cross-liability coverage 
where FRAQMD is an additional insured. 
 
  (v) Provide a waiver of subrogation in favor of FRAQMD, members of 
the Board of Directors of FRAQMD, its officers, agents and employees. 
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  (vi) Provide defense in addition to limits of liability. 
 
  Upon execution of this Agreement and each extension of the Term 
thereafter, Consultant shall cause its insurers to issue certificates of insurance evidencing 
that the coverages and policy endorsements required under this Agreement are 
maintained in force and that not less than 30 days written notice shall be given to 
FRAQMD prior to any material modification, cancellation, or non-renewal of the 
policies.  Certificates shall expressly confirm at least the following:  (i) FRAQMD’s 
additional insured status on the general liability, and auto liability policies; (ii) and the 
waiver of subrogation applicable to the workers’ compensation and professional liability 
policies.  Consultant shall also furnish FRAQMD with endorsements effecting coverage 
required by this insurance requirements clause.  The endorsements are to be signed by 
a person authorized by the Insurer to bind coverage on its behalf.  The certificate of 
insurance and all required endorsements shall be delivered to FRAQMD’s address as set 
forth in the Notices provision of this Agreement.   
 
  All endorsements are to be received and approved by FRAQMD before 
work commences.  However, failure to do so shall not operate as a waiver of these 
insurance requirements. 
 
  Unless otherwise agreed by the parties, Consultant shall cause all of its 
Subcontractors to maintain the insurance coverages specified in this Insurance section 
and name Consultant as an additional insured on all such coverages.  Evidence thereof 
shall be furnished as FRAQMD may reasonably request. 
 
  The coverage types and limits required pursuant to this Agreement shall in 
no way limit the liability of Consultant. 
 
 12. Professional Services.   
 
  A. All work performed under this Agreement shall be performed and 
completed in a professional manner.  All services shall be performed in the manner and 
according to the professional standards observed by a competent practitioner of the 
profession in which Consultant and any subcontractors are engaged.   
 
  B. Consultant represents and warrants that it is professionally qualified 
to perform the services described herein; acknowledges that FRAQMD is relying upon 
Consultant's qualifications to perform these services in a professional manner; and 
agrees that FRAQMD's full or partial acceptance of any work does not release Consultant 
from its obligation to perform the services in accordance with this Agreement unless 
FRAQMD expressly agrees otherwise in writing.   
 
  C. Consultant shall not be considered to be in default because of any 
nonperformance caused by occurrences beyond its reasonable control.  The 
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compensation specified in Paragraph 3 may be reduced to account for such 
nonperformance.  
 
 13. Responsibility of Consultant.   
 
  A. Consultant shall be solely responsible for the quality and accuracy of 
its work and the work of its consultants performed in connection with this Agreement.  Any 
review, approval, or concurrence therewith by FRAQMD shall not be deemed to constitute 
acceptance or waiver by FRAQMD of any error or omission as to such work. 
 
  B. Consultant shall coordinate the activities of all sub-consultants and 
is responsible to ensure that all work product is consistent with one another to produce a 
unified, workable, and acceptable whole functional product.  FRAQMD shall promptly 
notify Consultant of any defect in Consultant’s performance. 

 
14. Audit.  The following audit requirements apply from the effective date of this 

Agreement until three years after FRAQMD’s final payment: 

 
             A. Consultant shall allow FRAQMD’s authorized representatives 
reasonable access during normal business hours to inspect, audit, and copy Consultant’s 
records as needed to evaluate and verify any invoices, payments, and claims that 
Consultant submits to FRAQMD or that any payee of Consultant submits to Consultant in 
connection with this Agreement.  ‘Records’ includes, but is not limited to, correspondence, 
accounting records, sub-consultant files, change order files, and any other supporting 
evidence relevant to the invoices, payments, or claims. 

 
            B. FRAQMD and Consultant shall be subject to the examination and 
audit of the State Auditor, at the request of FRAQMD or as part of any audit of FRAQMD.  
Such examinations and audits shall be confined to matters connected with the 
performance of this Agreement including but not limited to administration costs. 

 
 This section shall survive the expiration or termination of this Agreement. 
 
15. Publication of Documents and Data.  Consultant may not publish or disclose 

to any third party any information obtained in connection with services rendered under 
this Agreement without the prior written consent of FRAQMD.  Notwithstanding the 
forgoing, submission or distribution to meet official regulatory requirements, or for other 
purposes authorized by this agreement, shall not be construed as publication in 
derogation of the rights of either FRAQMD or Consultant.   

 
16. Employment Practices.  Consultant, by execution of this Agreement, 

certifies that it does not discriminate against any person upon the basis of race, color, 
creed, national origin, age, sex, disability, or marital status in its employment practices. 

 
17. Termination.  Either party shall have the right to terminate this Agreement 

at any time for any reason upon thirty (30) days advance written notice to the other party.  
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Agreements exceeding the monetary limits delegated to the Air Pollution Control Officer 
are not valid unless duly executed by the Chair of the Board of Directors.   

 
18. Jurisdiction.  This Agreement shall be administered and interpreted under 

the laws of the State of California and any action brought hereunder shall be brought in 
the Superior Court in and for Sutter County. 

 
19. Compliance With Law.  Consultant shall comply with all applicable federal, 

state, and local statutes, ordinances, regulations, rules, and orders, including but not 
limited to those concerning equal opportunity and non-discrimination.  

 
20. Prevailing Wages.  To the extent that any of the work performed under this 

Agreement is a “public work” within the meaning of Labor Code section 1720, subject to 
the payment of prevailing wages and Labor Code Section 1771, Consultant shall cause 
all such work, as applicable, to be performed as a “public work” in compliance with 
California prevailing wage laws.  In the event Consultant fails to do so, Consultant shall 
be liable for the payment of all penalties, wages and/or damages as required by applicable 
law. 

 
 21. Conflict With Laws or Regulations/Severability.  This Agreement is subject 
to all applicable laws and regulations.  If any provision of this Agreement is found by any 
court or other legal authority, or is agreed by the parties, to be in conflict with any code or 
regulation governing its subject, the conflicting provision shall be considered null and void.  
If the effect of nullifying any conflicting provision is such that a material benefit of the 
agreement to either party is lost, the Agreement may be terminated at the option of the 
affected party.  In all other cases, the remainder of the agreement shall continue in full 
force and effect. 
 
 22. Provisions Required by Law Deemed Inserted.  Each and every provision 
of law and clause required by law to be inserted in this Agreement shall be deemed to be 
inserted and this Agreement shall be read and enforced as though it were included.  If 
through mistake or otherwise, any provision is not inserted or is not correctly inserted, 
then upon application of either Party, the Agreement shall be amended to make the 
insertion or correction.  All references to statutes and regulations shall include all 
amendments, replacements, and enactments in the subject which are in effect as of the 
date of this Agreement, and any later changes which do not materially and substantially 
alter the positions of the Parties. 

 
23. Waivers.  Waiver of a breach or default under this Agreement shall not 

constitute a continuing waiver or a waiver of a subsequent breach of the same or any 
other provision of this Agreement. 

 
24. Amendments.  Any amendments to this Agreement shall be in writing and 

executed by both parties. 
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25. Entire Agreement.  This Agreement, constitutes the entire Agreement 
between the parties for the provision of services to FRAQMD by Consultant and 
supersedes all prior oral and written agreements and communications. 

 
26. Successors and Assigns.  This Agreement shall be binding upon and shall 

inure to the benefit of any successors to or assigns of the parties. 
 
27. Construction.  This Agreement reflects the contributions of both parties and 

accordingly the provisions of Civil Code section 1654 shall not apply in interpreting this 
Agreement. 

 
 

FRAQMD      CONSULTANT 
 
 
By: _____________________________   By:_____________________________ 
Christopher D. Brown, AICP   Daniel Dameron  
Air Pollution Control Officer    Regional Business Group Director 
       DDameron@esassoc.com 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM 
SUTTER COUNSEL OFFICE 
FOR FRAQMD: 
 
 
By: _____________________________ 
 
Exhibits:    
Exhibit A – Scope of Work 
Exhibit B – Fee Schedule 
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Exhibit A – Scope of Work 
 

Provide up to $10,000 in funding towards: 
• $8,000 Completing the July 21, 2026, amended Scope of Work between the 

Environmental Science Associates (ESA) and San Luis Obispo Air Pollution 
Control District (APCD) to develop a set of rural community CEQA greenhouse 
gas best management practices (BMP) thresholds for new land use development 
(attached).  

• $2,000 ESA Associates support of Feather River’s outreach for the CEQA GHG 
BMP thresholds including up to two Stakeholder meeting/public workshops with 
local city/county planning staff and up to two meetings for Board 
Committee/Public Hearing. 
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B-1  Environmental Science Associates  

  esassoc.com  
 

Exhibit B  

Environmental Science Associates & Subsidiaries: 
2026 Schedule of Fees 

I. Personnel Category Rates 
Charges will be made at the Category hourly rates set forth below for time spent on project management, consultation or 

meetings related to the project, field work, report preparation and review, travel time, etc. Time spent on projects in 

litigation, in d epositions and providing expert testimony will be charged at the Category rate times 1.5.  

LABOR CATEGORY  BILLING 

STEP I  

BILLING 

STEP II  

BILLING 

STEP III  

BILLING 

STEP IV  

BILLING 

STEP V  

BILLING 

STEP VI  

Project Technician  $86 $109 $131 $150 $170 $194 

Consultant  $116 $130 $144 $160 $173 $188 

Associate Consultant  $154 $170 $184 $198 $213 $228 

Senior Consultant  $171 $189 $212 $234 $257 $279 

Managing Consultant  $205 $228 $253 $277 $301 $324 

Principal Consultant  $222 $253 $282 $311 $341 $370 

Senior Principal Consultant  $261 $288 $317 $347 $379 $409 

A. The range of rates shown for each staff category reflects ESA staff qualifications, expertise and experience lev-

els. These rate ranges allow our project managers to assemble the best project teams to meet the unique pro-

ject requirements and client expectations for each opportunity.  

B. From time to time, ESA retains outside professional and technical labor on a temporary basis to meet peak 

workload demands. Such contract labor may be charged at regular Employee Category rates.  

C. ESA reserves the right to revise the Personnel Category Rates periodically to reflect changes in its operating costs.  

II. Subcontracts 
Subcontract services will be invoiced at cost multiplied by 1.15.  

III. Other 
The fees above do not include sales tax. Any applicable or potential sales tax will be charged when appropriate.  

IV. Payment Terms 
Unless otherwise agreed in writing, ESA will submit invoices on a monthly basis. Any unpaid balances shall draw interest 

at one and one -half percent (1.5%) per month or the highest rate allowed by law, whichever is lower, commencing thirty 

(30) days after date of invoice.  All invoices not contested in writing within fifteen (15) business days of receipt are 

deemed accepted by Client as tr ue and accurate and Client thereafter waives any objection to Clients invoices, which are 

payable in full.  
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B-2  Environmental Science Associates  

  esassoc.com  
 

V. ESA Expenses 
A. Travel Expenses  

1. Transportation  

a. Company vehicle – fixed rate + fee for mileage in excess of 100 miles.  

b. Common carrier or car rental – actual expense multiplied by 1.15  

c. If company vehicle is to be used in off -road conditions, a daily $15 use fee will be added to the standard 

daily vehicle rate.  

2. Lodging, meals and related travel expenses – direct expenses multiplied by 1.15  

B. Technology and Data Management Fee  

Starting January 2023, ESA implemented a 3% Technology and Data Management fee on all applicable contracts, 

excluding charges related to equipment rentals, reimbursable expenses, and subcontractor fees. This fee plays a 

pivotal role in mitigating an array of technology and data management expenditures incurred by ESA to ensure 

the delivery of the comprehensive and high -quality services our clients expect. These expenses include, but are 

not limited to:  

1. Long -Term Data Retention and Security Administration: Covering the expenses associated with  administering 

the protection of client data and assets throughout and beyond the contractual period.  

2. Development and Maintenance of Internal ESA Software Tools: Accounting for the ongoing investments re-

quired to create and maintain tools integral to our client engagements.  

3. Data Privacy and Security Maintenance: Encompassing the costs involved in maintaining data privacy and se-

curity, including regular security audits to uphold the highest standards.  

4. Advanced Technology -Related Costs: Addressing the escalating expenses associated with subscriptions for 

cutting -edge technical software, licenses, and cloud data services.  

This fee structure enables ESA to uphold its commitment to providing clients with top -tier services while manag-

ing the ever-evolving demands of technology and data management in the work that we do.  

C. Equipment Rates  

    ITEM RATE/DAY RATE/WEEK  RATE/MONTH 

Project Specific Equipment:     

Vehicles – Standard size (no off -road usage)  $   115a $    550a  

Vehicles – 4x4 /Truck (light duty)  175a   

Vehicles – 4x4 /Truck (heavy duty)  200a   

Vehicles – ATV 175   

Topographic/Bathymetric Survey Equipment:  

UAV/Drone $   300 $1,500 $           

RTK -GPS  300   

RTK -GPS Smartnet Subscription  80   

1m GNSS Data Collection System  90 425 1,700 
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B-3  Environmental Science Associates  

  esassoc.com  
 

    ITEM RATE/DAY RATE/WEEK  RATE/MONTH 

Sub -meter GNSS Data Collection System  120   

Sub -foot Data Collection System  245   

Garmin GPS or equivalent  45   

a Actual project charges will include the daily rate plus $0.75 per beyond 100 miles  
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